
 The 2021 theme for this second page of 

TRUTH, “Dealing with Deadly Doctrines,” 

continues this month with a look at the danger-

ous, false teaching of salvation by faith only. 

The concept of any human’s salvation coming 

from mere faith in God is wholly unbiblical in 

any dispensation of time, and such will be 

shown to be the case in this article.  

 Salvation was never by faith alone in 

the Patriarchal Dispensation. For  the sake 

of space, just one example will be considered: 

Noah. Though recorded as an example of faith 

(Hebrews 11:7), Noah was not saved by faith only. God told Noah, “Make 

yourself an ark” (Genesis 6:14). Did Noah believe God? Every Bible student 

knows he did. How do we know he believed? We know he believed because 

his faith was manifested in obedience to God’s command. Noah built the ark, 

and he did so just as God told him. God’s inspired statement via Moses says 

it all: “Thus Noah did; according to all that God commanded him, so he 

did” (Genesis 6:22). Could anyone logically say Noah had faith in God if he 

had failed to obey Him? Of all the faithful Bible characters from the Patriar-

chal Dispensation, not one was saved simply by faith alone; all actively 

obeyed God.  

“SALVATION BY FAITH ONLY”  

MEMORY VERSE 

One Body - What Every Joint 
Supplies 

 From whom the whole body, 
joined and knit together by what 
every joint supplies, according to 

the effective working by which 
every part does its share, causes 
growth of the body for the edify-

ing of itself in love.  

Ephesians 4:16  

SUNDAY: 9.30 a.m. Bible Study | 10.30 a.m. Worship  

If you know anyone who would love to study the Bible please  
contact any member of this congregation.  

 Salvation was never by faith alone in the Mosaic Dispensation. Again, 

one example will be examined to illustrate this point. The Gentile woman Rahab is 

also mentioned in Hebrews 11 as an example of faith (Hebrews 11:31). Rahab re-

ceived the two spies sent to Jericho by Joshua, as recorded in Joshua 2. (Note that 

Rahab is not praised for the lie she told, but for her active faith in receiving and 

hiding the spies.) Why would Rahab receive these men who had come to spy out 

her city prior to an attack? The Bible records the answer from Rahab herself, as 

she told the spies, “I know that the LORD has given you the land . . . For we have 

heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came 

out of Egypt . . . for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth 

beneath” (Joshua 2:9-11).  

 Rahab believed in the one true God of heaven, that He alone is God in heav-

en and on earth. But, Rahab’s faith did not stop with mere mental acknowledge-

ment of Jehovah as the one God. Rahab’s faith was displayed through her actions, 

and she was “justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them 

out another way” (James 2:25). Could anyone logically say Rahab had faith in 

God if she had failed to act upon that belief? The Bible speaks of a host of other 

faithful men and women from the Mosaic Dispensation, all of whom had active, 

obedient faith.  

 Salvation is not by faith alone in the Christian dispensation. On the first 

Day of Pentecost after Jesus’ died, the apostle Peter preached the first gospel ser-

mon in the name of the risen Lord. Peter’s sermon proved conclusively that Jesus 

is the prophesied Messiah, as seen by the miracles He performed, His fulfillment 

of Old Testament prophecy, and His resurrection from the dead (Acts 2:14-36). 

Peter powerfully concluded that sermon with the statement, “Therefore let all the 

house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, 

both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36). Many in the audience were convicted by this 

truth and cried out, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” (Acts 2:37).  

 Peter did not tell them, “Do nothing; as long as you believe, you will be 

saved.” What he did say, however, was, “Repent, and let everyone of you be bap-

tized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38). Could any-

one logically conclude that those individuals had any hope of salvation apart from 

obedience to the Lord’s command through Peter? Throughout the rest of the New 

Testament, those who were saved or praised for their faith were not men and 

women of faith only, but of faith that manifested itself in obedience and good 

works toward God and others.  
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Men to Serve 

 Bible Class: The superior written gospel  

(2 Peter 1:16-21) 

Assembly: The Importance of Church Attendance 

(Hebrews 10:23-26) 

Morning Service This Week Next Week 

Songs Before Class Stephen Alvin 

Bible Class Daniel Albert  

Song Leader Alvin Jonathan 

Opening Prayer Han Randall 

Lord’s Supper  Peter Han 

L.S. Assistant Adam Tristan 

Scripture Reading Tristan Adam 

Sermon John Grubb John Grubb 

Prayer Jonathan Stephen 

 True faith is active, obedient faith. Throughout the Bible, the faith 

that pleases God is seen to be both active and obedient. In fact, activity is inher-

ent in the word “faith.” Imagine a person with a terminal illness finding out 

there is a doctor who has saved others with the same illness. If that person truly 

believes the doctor can save him, would he just sit idly in “faith?” Surely not! 

He would go to that doctor and strictly follow whatever instructions given to 

him to be cured. Likewise, all humans have sinned (Romans 3:23), and sin is 

spiritually terminal (Romans 6:23).  

 If one truly believes the Great Physician—Jesus—can save, will he trust 

in that mere belief, or will he follow the Great Physician’s instructions to obtain 

salvation? Scripture attests, “Even the demons believe—and tremble!” (James 

2:19). Interestingly, the only time the phrase “faith only” appears in Scripture is 

in James 2:24 – “You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith 

only” (emphasis added, cd). No, faith only will not save, and it cannot save be-

cause, in reality, faith “only,” apart from active obedience, is not faith at all. 

James 2:26 is difficult to misunderstand – “As the body without the spirit is 

dead, so faith without works is dead also” (James 2:26).  

                       -- Roger D. Campbell 

13 Charlie 

28 Boon Chin 

30 Ruby C. 

BIBLE TRIVIA QUESTIONS :  

Bible Places : Heaven  

1. As Abraham was about to slay Isaac, a voice from heaven stopped him. Whose voice? Genesis 22:11  

2. Which heaven was Paul caught up to in his vision? 2 Corinthians 12:2  

3. Who had a dream and saw a ladder reaching from Heaven down to Earth? Genesis 28:10-12  

4. Who was taken to heaven in a whirlwind? 2 Kings 2:11  

5. Where was Jesus when he rose into heaven? Acts 1:9-12  

6. Jesus said that we shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven unless... Matthew 5:20  

7. In the book of Revelation, how many elders are seated around the throne in heaven? Revelation 4:4  

8. When the Lamb had opened the seventh seal in the revelation to the apostle John, how long was 

there silence in heaven? Revelation 8:1  

9. What happened on the day that God opened the windows of heaven? Genesis 7:11-13  

10. Of whom did Jesus say, "theirs is the kingdom of heaven." Matthew 5:3-9  

Answers: 1. The voice of the angel of the Lord 2.Third 3.Jacob 4.Elijah 5.Mount of Olives 6.our righteousness shall 
exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees 7.24 8.About half an hour 9.It rained and Noah and his family 
entered the ark 10.The poor in spirit  

Church St church of Christ 

Address: 10 Church St, Bayswater, VIC 3153 

Phone: +613 9729 6034 

Email: contact.us@churchstreetcoc.org.au 

Prayer request?   
Articles or News to share?  

Send us an email or contact any of 
the members in this congregation.  

We will be happy to in-
clude it in this Newslet-
ter. 

MAY 

Potluck Fellowship Lunch  
at  

Alvin and Mei Yean’s home 

2 May 2021  
(after worship service) Sunday, 2 May @ 5 p.m. 


